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Mayoral initiative generates busmess Bosse program blossoms

B ‘Business with
Bosse’ showcases
Beverly Hills commerce

BY AARON BLEVINS

Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse
made showcasing local businesses
a priority during her third mayoral
term, and it appears to be paying
dividends for the establishments
that participate, especially as the
city recovers from the pandemic.

On Aug. 8, Bosse held another
“Business with Bosse” event at
Nua, a modern Mediterranean
restaurant located in the Crescent
Hotel. Like her previous events, it
was well-attended.

“It was remarkable,” Bosse said.
“It was great, because they had
many, many people who had never
been to that restaurant, and now
they’re going back.”

She said her goal is to introduce
the community to its “wonderful”
local businesses, while also bring-
ing the community together again
after many residents were isolated
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“There are new friendships that
have transpired,” Bosse said.
“There’s networking. ... The atten-
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Mayor Lili Bosse passed trays of hors d'oeuvres during the Aug. 8
“Business with Bosse” at Nua.
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dance has been extraordinary.”

Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce president and CEO
Todd Johnson has attended every
“Business with Bosse” since her
inauguration in April, when she
announced the initiative. He said
the events have been “spectacular”
for businesses in Beverly Hills.

“I think it’s Networking 101 on
steroids,” Johnson said.

He said the events have benefit-
ted chamber members and non-
chamber members alike, and it has

led to some business owners and
operators inquiring about joining
the chamber. It also helps business-
es like Nua, which are off the beat-
en path, so to speak, Johnson said.
“I think all of them have been full
of energy,” he added. “Lili is full of
energy. But, lots of photos. Lots of
social media. Lots of great food. It
gives exposure to the businesses,
restaurants and some retailers. |
think she’s doing a wonderful job,
and we’re glad to partner with her.”

See Bosse page 26
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Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse, right, enjoyed a light-hearted moment
with resident Liz Benichou and her dog Astro on June 9.

Thus far, “Business with
Bosse” has been held at Tommy’s
Beverly Hills, Chaumont Bakery
and Chaumont Vegan, Flour
Shop, MfRAME, Nerano and
Nua. MIRAME general manager
Janette Han praised the effort.

“It’s great for her to do things in
the community,” Han said. “It was
a pleasure to have everyone here
and great to have our local guests
come visit and see the restaurant.”

During her previous terms as
mayor, Bosse organized “Walk
with the Mayor,” which had a
similar concept. Every Monday
morning, participants would meet
at City Hall and walk to a local
business.

However, the events were
somewhat restrictive, as they
were always held in the morning.
“Business with Bosse” events,
though, are held on different days
and at different times, enabling
more individuals to attend, the
mayor said.

“It really, I think, broadens the
ability for people to enjoy it and
come [when it fits] their sched-
ule,” Bosse added. “It’s an hour-
and-a-half, so people can stay the
whole time or they can pop in.
The funny thing I’ve noticed with
‘Business with Bosse’ is that,
even though it’s at a set time ...

people want to stay longer, which
tells me that they’re having a great
time and they're loving the busi-
ness.”

She said she has sought to pro-
mote local businesses even before
she became an elected official, as
it helps build community in the
city.

“You really get to meet your
neighbors and meet new faces,”
Bosse said. “Whether it’s the
mom and pop small business or a
larger business, you really get to
know the people that are there,
and it’s just another form of feel-
ing that our city is an extended
family. This is something that has
been a passion of mine, bringing
community and  businesses
together.”

Although many “Business with
Bosse” events have been held at
restaurants or coffee shops thus
far, the mayor hopes to expand the
initiative’s reach in the future. She
said businesses have reached out
about participating and schedul-
ing future events is ongoing.

“We’re open to absolutely sup-
porting all types of businesses in
our city,” Bosse added.

The next event will be held
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. on Aug. 16 at
Euro Caffe Beverly Hills, 427 N.
Canon Drive.



