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Community

Councilmember Lili Bosse Recalls Her Holocaust Survivor Mother
in March 23 Webinar

BY ANA FIGUEROA

Rose Toren celebrates her 90th birthday with her daughter, Councilmember Lili Bosse.
Photo courtesy of Councilmember Lili Bosse

When the Holocaust Museum LA decided to
initiate a program on the intergenerational
impact of Holocaust survivors, there was little
question of their first choice for speaker.

“We wanted to explore second-gener-
ation survivors who are having an impact
on our community, and immediately came
up with Lili Bosse,” Holocaust Museum LA’s
CEO, Beth Kean, told the Courier.

Bosse, said Kean, “Is someone that
people look up to in our community. She
always credits her mother, a Holocaust sur-
vivor, and that resonates with us. Also, we
wanted to highlight people who are dedi-
cated to kindness and compassion and that
is so Lili.”

The resulting March 23 museum-spon-
sored webinar is entitled, “How My Mother’s
Survival and Optimism Inspired My
Leadership: A Conversation with Lili Bosse.”

The breadth of the subject matter is
scarcely containable in a title. But then,
dreams, determination, fate and destiny
are not easy to encapsulate.

Bosse’s mother, Rose Orenstein Toren,
was interned at Auschwitz as a teenager. As

Allied forces advanced on the camps, the SS
began a series of forced inmate evacuations.
Toren escaped the Auschwitz “death march”
by running out of line and hiding. When she
fell asleep, her own mother appeared to her
in a dream, warning her to wake up. A short
time after the death marches took place in
early 1945, Auschwitz was liberated. Toren
returned back to her small hometown in
Poland to find that she was the sole survivor
in her family. Eventually, she emigrated to
Israel, where she met her future husband,
Jack. They married and moved to New York.
The Torens later relocated to Beverly Hills,
enticed by promises of excellent schools,
top-tier public services and sunshine.

“They moved here because they heard
what people still hear now about Beverly
Hills. She wanted to provide her only daugh-
ter with opportunity,” said Bosse, who grew
up here.

The rest is Beverly Hills history.

“When I ran for office the first time, I
told everybody that I was an only child of
a Holocaust survivor. Some people said to
me, ‘Why are you even saying this?’ Having

a mom who was a survivor is really part of
the fiber of who I am. She did the Shoah
interviews and I found myself watching one
of them a lot during 2020. There is a part
where she says that she would look in the
sky and she would see the clouds. She would
say, ‘Beyond the clouds is the sunshine. You
never ever give up.’ [ grew up hearing ‘never
give up.’ She instilled that in me. She told
me that the day she passed away [in 2015].
Even her tombstone says, ‘never give up,”
Bosse told to the Courier.

The message of hope passed down to
Bosse exemplifies a mission of the museum.

“One of the things we focus on is the
positive impact survivors have had on their
own children and families. We discussed this
internally and want to focus more on this.
Our goal is to share the intergenerational
impact of survivors and highlight second
generations success stories,” Kean said.

In Bosse’s case, that success is
transcendent.

“What’s interesting is that when my
mother was growing up in Poland, she was
friends with the daughter of the mayor. That
family was not Jewish. They were able to
give her false papers. She survived initially
because her papers said she was a Polish
gentile. She went to a Polish workcamp at
first. But, when they discovered she was
Jewish, she was sent to Auschwitz,” said
Bosse.

A lifetime later, Toren saw her daughter
become mayor of Beverly Hills.
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she passed away, that’s one thing that has
become so important to me,” said Bosse.

It’s also a quest of the museum.

“Survivors are dwindling every day,
sadly. It is interesting there are a lot of
second generation who want to separate
themselves completely. But others in the
second and third generation feel a respon-
sibility to be the torch bearers,” noted Kean.

For Bosse, that responsibility is
unquestioned.

“Millions of people were murdered. I feel
that we have a duty to honor them and to
make sure their murder wasn’t in vain and
we do something positive with our lives.

“She would say, ‘Beyond the clouds is the sunshine. You never
ever give up.’ [ grew up hearing never give up. She instilled that
in me. She told me that the day she passed away [in 2015]. Even

her tombstone says, never give up.”

“It came full circle,” said Bosse, whose
works in their own way, now pay tribute to
the mayor of that shtetl in Poland.

Bosse said her mother is especially on
her mind this time of year. April 10 is Rose
Toren’s birthday.

“She was a very dynamic woman. She
traveled the world. She went to Egypt and
China. She went to places nobody would
go to. She had a huge sense of curiosity and
love of people,” recalled Bosse.

Most importantly, Toren wanted her
story to be told.

“She wanted to make sure that all the
next generations knew what happened. My
mom wrote two books about her life. She
used to speak in different schools to chil-
dren. Her one request of me was to always
keep her story alive. I have found that since

My mother lived through the worst time in
the history of mankind but could still find
a sense of optimism. She always believed
that there’s something good that’s going to
come. Her voice is like my moral compass
and gives me the strength.”

She added, “I know that I'm an optimist,
but this past year was definitely challeng-
ing. 'm lucky enough to have a mom that
instilled a sense of optimism and faith in
something way bigger than me.”

“How My Mother’s Survival and
Optimism Inspired My Leadership: A
Conversation with Lili Bosse” takes place
March 23 at 11 a.m. To register, log on to:
https://www.holocaustmuseumla.org/
event-details/how-my-mothers-survival-
and-optimism-inspired-my-leadership-a-
conversation-with-lili-bosse. ®

PAGE 6 ®

MARCH 19, 2021



