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Ethnic studies bill delayed following criticism

m Beverly Hills City
Council, Museum of the
Holocaust were in
opposition

BY RYAN MANCINI

After receiving criticism over a
proposed ethnic studies model cur-
riculum - including opposition
from the city of Beverly Hills and
the Los Angeles Museum of the
Holocaust - California
Assemblyman Jose Medina (D-
Riverside) tabled an ethnic studies
bill he authored until 2020.

Medina, whose Assembly Bill
331 would mandate that ethnic
studies be a graduation requirement
for high schools, said in a statement
on Aug. 22 that AB 331 would
become a two-year bill, which
pushes any potential passage of the
legislation to 2020. AB 331 was
approved in the Senate Education
Committee on June 27.

“It is not a question of whether
the subject itself is necessary, but
rather, how do we ensure the cur-
riculum is comprehensive, rigorous
and inclusive enough?” he said.

Going forward, Medina said he
will “work closely with the
California Department of Education
and the Instructional Quality
Commission” to shape the bill to
reflect “California’s standards and
values.”

The California Department of

—ee——

“1t did not
represent what
should be taught
to children, and it
did not represent
the community
that we as
Americans want to
teach our
children.”

-Beverly Hills
Councilwoman Lili Bosse
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Assemblyman Jose Medina said the importance behind making AB 331

a two-year bill was to take “time to

ensure we get the curriculum right.”

Education’s Instructional Quality
Commission received approximate-
ly 20,000 responses about the eth-
nic studies model curriculum dur-
ing the public comment phase,
according to CDE spokesman Scott
Roark. The majority of those
responses were in favor of includ-
ing a form of Jewish studies in the
curriculum, Roark said.

“We’ve compiled all the com-
ments, and we’re going to recom-
mend changes based on those com-
ments,” he said.

The  Instructional  Quality
Commission will submit an edited
draft curriculum by the Sept. 20
deadline. The deadline for the
California Board of Education to
take action on the updated draft cur-
riculum is March 31, though Roark
said there’s a possibility the time-
line could be extended.

The Los Angeles Museum of the
Holocaust released a statement on
Aug. 16 thanking those who spoke
“out about the flaws in the proposed
legislation.” On Aug. 20, the
Beverly Hills City Council passed a
resolution condemning the draft
curriculum. They claimed it was

anti-Semitic and ignored Jewish
American history.

“It was clearly on the wrong
track,” Councilwoman Lili Bosse
said. “It did not represent what
should be taught to children, and it
did not represent the community
that we as Americans want to teach
our children.”

The City Council also agreed to
organize an in-person meeting with
Sacramento legislators to discuss
the draft curriculum. Bosse con-
firmed that while no plans have
been made for a joint trip, she said
she will go to Sacramento in case
there are new problems with the
updated draft curriculum.

Organizations representing
Greek, Armenian, Hindu, Korean
and Assyrian communities signed
a group letter about the draft cur-
riculum being “replete with mis-
characterizations and omissions of
major California ethno-religious
groups.”

Further developments about the
draft curriculum will be announced
within a couple weeks, Roark said.
He added, “We need to get this
right.”
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